Determining Date of Easter

The method established by early church to determine the date on which Easter should
be celebrated does not seem logical nor historically correct to me.

This year (2016) Easter will be celebrated almost a month before Passover. Does that
seem reasonable? However that is our tradition and traditions are hard to change.

The main problem seems to me is that at the Nicean Council in 325, it was decided to
link Easter to the spring equinox rather than Passover. The council decreed Easter to
be the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox (March 21) — unless
that full moon is on a Sunday, then Easter is to be celebrated the following Sunday.

This kept Easter always on a Sunday, as was Jesus’ resurrection and created a distinct
separation between the Christians and the Jews.

Can and should Christians be separated from the Jews? Paul said in Romans that we
(Christian gentiles) are a wild olive shoot that has been grafted in among the others
and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root. Can a branch of a tree live
when separated from the tree and from its root?

Romans 11:17-18 New International Version (NIV)

'"If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive
shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing
sap from the olive root, * do not consider yourself to be superior to those other
branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root
supports you.

Jesus himself said that salvation is from the Jews.

John 4:22-24 New International Version (NIV)

22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know,
for salvation is from the Jews. * Yet a time is coming and has now come when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are
the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. * God is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in the Spirit and in truth.”



We should not celebrate the resurrection on a day that is separated from the Passover
and thus separated from the scriptures. The pagans held rituals on dates tied to Sun
worship thus on dates tied to the equinoxes. The most widely accepted theory of the
origin of the term Easter is that it is derived from the name of a goddess named Eostre.

| believe it is clear from the scripture that Jesus arose from the dead on the day
of and as the First Fruit Wave Offering described in Leviticus Chapter 23.

Leviticus 23:4-11 New American Standard Bible (NASB)

*‘“These are the appointed times of the Loro, holy convocations which you shall
proclaim at the times appointed for them. °In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month ©lat twilight is the Lorp’s Passover. ® Then on the fifteenth day of
the same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lorp; for seven
days you shall eat unleavened bread. ” On the first day you shall have a holy
convocation; you shall not do any laborious work.  But for seven days you shall
present an offering by fire to the Lorp. On the seventh day is a holy convocation;
you shall not do any laborious work.’”

®Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, saying, '° “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to
them, ‘When you enter the land which | am going to give to you and reap its
harvest, then you shall bring in the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the
priest. "' He shall wave the sheaf before the Lorp for you to be accepted; on the
day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.

Verses 9-11 are still referring to the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and in that time period
the First Fruit Wave Offering is to be offered on the day after the sabbath, in other
words on a Sunday. Jesus arose on the Sunday in the Feast of Unleavened Bread and
that day each year based on the Jewish calendar (God’s Calendar) is when we should
celebrate His Resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:20 New King James Version (NKJV)

The Last Enemy Destroyed
2But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep.

See website below on how the date of Easter (I prefer Resurrection Day) is
determined:

http://www.wiltonbulletin.com/40900/easter-and-passover-why-are-they-when-they-are
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